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Chapter 42

SHADE TREE COMMISSION

Creation; composition; appointment;
compensation.

Jurisdiction of the Commission.
Terms.

Organization; salaries of officers and
employees.

Powers.
Cost of trees and improvements.

Public improvements affecting trees; consent
of commission; county park commissions
unaffected.

Annual appropriation.
Regulations of Commission.

Penalty for violation of Commission
ordinances; jurisdiction of courts.

Disposition of penalties.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Swedesboro 7-6-2004.) Amendments noted
where applicable.]

1 Editor’s Note: This ordi also repealed former Ch. 42, Shade Tree Commission,
adopted 12-21-1959.
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§42-1 SWEDESBORO CODE § 42-3

§42-1. Creation; composition; appointment;
compensation.

There is hereby created a Shade Tree Commission consisting
of not less than three and not more than five members, who
shall be residents of the Borough, which Commission shall be
known as the “Shade Tree Commission of the Borough of
Swedesboro,” and shall be appointed by the Mayor and shall
serve without compensation except as hereinafter provided.

§ 42-2. Jurisdiction of the Commission.

The Shade Tree Commission of the Borough of Swedesboro
shall have jurisdiction over the planting, care, control, and
removal of shade and ornamental trees and shrubbery upon and
in the streets, highways, public places, parks and parkways of
the Borough of Swedesboro, except state highways, unless the
State Highway Department shall assent thereto, and except
county highways, parks and parkways of Gloucester now or
hereinafter has a county shade tree commission, unless the
county shade tree commission shall assent thereto.

§ 42-3. Terms.

The Commission shall be appointed within 60 days from the
final passage of this chapter, and their terms shall commence
upon the day of their appointments and be for the respective
periods of three, four, and five years counted from January 1
next succeeding their appointment. All subsequent
appointments, except to fill vacancies, shall be for the full term
of three years, to take effect on January 1 next succeeding such
appointments. In event that the membership of any
Commission is increased, the new members shall be appointed
in such manner that the terms shall expire in accordance with
the foregoing.
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§ 424 SHADE TREE COMMISSION § 42-5

§ 42-4. Organization; salaries of officers and employees.

The Commission shall organize within 30 days after the
appointment of its total membership for the remainder of the
then-calendar year and thereafter annually by the election of
one of its members as Chairman and the appointment of a
Secretary, who may be compensated even if a member of the
Commission and whose compensation shall be fixed by the
governing body of the municipality. The salary of all other
employees shall be fixed by the Commission. All salaries shall
be fixed as nearly as practicable in accordance with the salary
schedule, if any, of the municipality for corresponding positions.

§ 42-5. Powers.

The Shade Tree Commission of the Borough of Swedesboro
shall have power to:

A. Exercise full and exclusive control over the regulation,
planting, care and/or removal of shade and ornamental
trees and shrubbery now located or which may
hereinafter be planted in any public highway, park or
parkway, except as excluded by § 42-2 of this chapter.

B. Regulate and control the use of the ground surrounding
same so far as may be necessary for their proper growth,
care and protection.

C. Move or require the removal of any tree or part thereof
dangerous to public safety.

D. Care for and control such parks and parkways;
encourage arboriculture; and make, alter, amend and
repeal, in the manner prescribed for the passage,
alteration, amendment and repeal of ordinances by the
governing body of the municipality, any and all
ordinances necessary or proper for carrying out the
provisions hereof.

E. Administer treatment to or remove any tree situate upon
private property which is believed to harbor a disease or
insects readily communicable to neighboring healthy
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